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A Messagefrom the Chairman-

Our NextMeeting

In wriling my message for this Newsletter,I must start
with a sincereapologyfor the latenessof the distribution
to members. For just over three weeks in March and
AprilI spentthe time overseasin HongKong,visitingmy
younger son, daughter-in-lawand two grandsons.
Althoughreturningto Sydneyin mid-April,I had some
difficultyin switchingoff the holidaymode. Indeed,I am
even underlaking
planningfor nextyear's
the preliminary
overseasvisit. No excusesbut sincereapologiesfor my
tardiness.

BrendanO'Connellhas receiveda letter from a
descendanlof a Civil War veteranin lhe followino
terms:
"DearBrendan,
My GreatGrandfather
HenryGunningPlunkett
foughtin the Civil War 69'" trishBigade (his
great grandfatherJohn Gunningfoughtin the
Warof Independence,
43rdRegiment).My wife
Rebeccahas spokenwithLen Traynorand he
suggestedwe might be interestedin attending
the May Dinner. We ceftainly would like to
attend. Can we registerour interestwith you
or perhapsyou may be able to advise the
appropriatecontactfor the dinner.
Sincerely
BillPowel'
We jumped at lhe opportunityof hearing Bill
Powerspeak and Brendanhas organisedfor him
to speakat our nexl regularmeetingas one of the
"mini-lalks"that were introduced ai our last
meeting.

In my absenceoverseas,Brendanand Brucehave been
working feverishlyand the results of their planning can
be seen in the arrangementsfor our May meeting as
presentedin the adjoiningcolumn of this Newsletter.
ThanksBrendanand Bruce!
With lhe schedulingof the next meeting being around
MemorialDay, I hopethe focusof our principalspeaker's
addresswill centreon the CivilWar veterans,including
his CivilWar and RevolutionaryWar ancestors.
I ask that you make a special effort to be at the May
meetingand, if possible,br:nga friendto hearwhat looks
like being a most interestingperspectivethe seminal 19'"
CenturyAmericanconflict,supportedby a seriesof short
presenlationsby our members. This new format for our
meetingsslems from the fresh ideas of new Committee
membersMargaretNeil-Smilh,PelerZacharatus(haveI
got the spellingrightthistime?)and JenniferKirkby!
Again,thanksto our Committeemembersfor theirvalued
inputthat does reallymake worthwhilefor an exciting
programof our
and stimulating
't mee:ings.

7oAtuQaak,

The main presentation
at this forthcoming
meeting,
now scheduledfor Monday,lilay 2'1,is the showing
of the videoand somesubsequent
discussionof:
The No,lhern Hometront - Politics and Economy
As is the normal custom for our meetings,the
evening will commencewith a bistro-stylemeal
from 6pm with the meeting proper to start at
7:30pm. In additionto the presentationby Bil,
Power,we intendto continuewith someolhershoi
"show and tell" presentationsby members that
proved so successfulat our last meeting. lf you
have something you wish to share with other
members in this way, please contacl Bruce
Mclennan('phone(02)94009898or on his mobile
04'16 231 939) before the meeting to ensure you
gel a time allocationfor your presentation.
The venue for this meetilg is our normalvenue the Roseville Memorial RSL Club, Pacific
Hlghway, Roseville. Parkingis availablebehind
the Club premises,with entryvia MaclaurinParade.

It Happenedin May
Hatches and Dispatches
Jacksondies at
May 10, !863 - ThomasJ (Slonewall)
GuineaStation,Virglnia,aged39 years;
May 11, '1864- JEB Stuartis mortallywoundedat the
Battleof YellowTavern,Virginia;
May 23, 1824 - Ambrose Burnside (USA) is born in
Liberty,Indiana;
May 28, 1818 - Pierre GustaveToutantBeauregard
(CSA)is bornin St Bernard,Louisiana:
Command Changes
May 2, 1863 - JEB Stuartassumescommandof the
Confederatecavalry after "Stonewall"Jackson is
mortallywoundedat Chancellorsville;

Other Significant Events
May 4, 1865 - Lincoln is buried in Springfield,
lllinois;
May 9, 1865 - The trial of the I accusedLincoln
begins:
conspirators
assassination
March 4, 1865 - Lincoln is inauguratedfor a
secondtermas President;
May 10, 1865 - JeffersonDavis is capturednear
Georgia;
lrwinville,
May 16, 1861 - Tennesseeis officiallyadmittedto
the Confederacy
May 20, 1861- Nonh Carolinabecomesthe 11 th
state to join the Confederacywhilst Kentucky
of neutrality;
issuesa proclamation
May 29, 1865- PresidentJohnsongrantsamnesty
in "lhe existing
and pardonto all who participated
exceptions.
with
a
few
rebellion",

Battles
May 1, 1863- Battleof Port Gibson,MS, which begins
Grant'sVicksburgCampaign:
that results
May | - 4, 1863- Batlleof Chancellorsville,
in stunning Confederate victory Jor Lee's Army of
NorthernVirginia;
begins;
May 5, 1864- Battleof the Wilderness
May 8, 1864 - Fightingbeginsat Spotsylvaniacourt
House,Virginia;
May 12, 1864- Battleof BloodyAngle,Spotsylvania;
May 12, 1865 - The last land battle belween large
victorytakesplaceat
forcesresultingin a Confederate
PalmitoRanch,Texasl
May 16, 1863- Battleof ChampionHill,Mississippi;
May 17, 1863- Battleof Big BlackRiverBridge,MS;
MS, begins;
May 18, 1863- Siegeof Vicksburg,
May 19, 1863 - Grant launcheshis first unsuccessful
attackagainstthe besiegedVicksburg;

FamousLastWords...
"... ln my latest writing and utterance,I repeat
my unmitigatedhatred to ... the vile Yankee
race."
Ruffin,
June17,1865
- Edmund
suicide
Priorto hiscommitting

"Werethe thing done over again, I woulddo as
I did. Disappointmentshave not changed my
convictions"
Davis,in his
- Jetferson
post-war
memoirs

"Death in its si/enf sure march is fast gathering
thosewhom I have longestloved, so that when
he shall knock at my door, I wi more willingly
follow'"
- RobertE Lee,1869

May 23 - 26, 1864- Battleof NorthAnna,Virginia;
irlay 25, 1862 - Jacksonattacksthe Federalsin the
First Battleof Winchester,VA and capturesthe town
two days later;
May 27, 1962- Battleof SlashChurch(HanoverCourt
House);
May 31, 1862 - Battle of Seven Pines (Fair Oaks)
where General Joseph Johnston (CSA) is severely
wounded.

"Strikethe Tent!
Lee'slastwords,Octobe|12,1870
This publicationis the officialnewsletterof the New
South Wales Chapterof the AmericanCivil War
Rourd Table of Australia. All inquiriesregarding
the Newsletter should be addressed to the
Secretaryffreasurerof the Chapter by telephone
on 9449 3720 or at PO Box 200, St lves, NSW,
2075or to

Congratulations
FatherDave!

SomeQuotableQuotes

On Sunday,April '1, Father David Smith, one of the
Chapter'slong{ime membersand Parish Priestof Holy
TrinityAnglicanChurch,DulwichHill,took to the boxing
ring where he boxed 120 continuous three-minute
rounds against a myriad of opponentsto raise money
for the Church's Youth Centre. In doing so, he broke
the Guinness World Record for the most number of
mntinuous rounds of boxing and raised over $20,000
for the youih centre. (Please note, this is NOT an
April Fools Day storylt)

The following quotes relatingto the beginningsof
America's Civil War have been oleaned from a
numberof sources:

Father Dave's opponents includedAnthony "the Man"
Mundine, television personal:tyAndrew Denton, a
number of former champ:on boxers and many friends
and admirers of Dave and his work.
ln the
photographs,below,FatherDave can be seen in action,
first, punching,jabbing (and slipping)with one of his
many opponents and then in a state of some
exhauslionduring a break betweenroundslowards lhe
end of his marathoneffort:

"As a nation we began by declaring that all men
were created equal. We now practically read it,
all men are createdequal,exceptnegroes"
AbrahamLincoln,1855

"A house divided against itselt cannot stand. I
believe this govemment cannot endure
permanently, half-slave and half-free. I do not
expect the Union to be dissolved - I do not
expect the house to fall - but I expect it to
cease to be divided"
. Abraham Llncoln, openlng statement
of the Llncoln-Douglasdebates 165E

"The time for compromisehas now passed.
The South is determined to maintain her
position and make all who oppose her smell
Southernpowder and feel Southernsteel"
- ContederatePresldonl Jofio€on Davls
February16,1861

"South Carolina is too small for a republic
and too large for an insaneasylum"
. James L Petigru, on hearlng of
lls secegsionfrom th6 Union

"l am with him"
- StophenA Douglas,followlng
Lincoln'a inaugural addreas

"ff the Union is dissolved and the govemment
disrupted, I shall rcturn to my native state and
share the miseriesof my people and, save in
defense(sic), draw my sword on none"
The vast majo ty of Father Dave's opponents
conducted themselves in the true sporting spirit that
characterisedthe event, although,unfortunately,two of
them wanted to "teach him a lesson". One of these, a
large "smilingassassin",even tried to gel anothergo at
Dave laler in the "box-a-thon"by trying to enter again
under assumedname! The other opponent,unknown
to Dave until after the fight, was, in fact, a woman! She
really tried to hurt him and turned out to be a welterweight championfrom Germany. We're told that gave
was more than a little embarrassedwhen he found out
this opponent'sgender,parUcularly
as he had givenas
much as he took in their rounds. Membersinterestedin
reading more about this evenl should access Father
Dave'sezineat: http: //wwrar.fatherdave.org/news.
Congratulatlons David, on the magnificent effort
with both tho world record and the large amount of
money ralsed for the Trinity Youth Centrel

Roberl E Lee. t86l

"War means fighting, and fighting means killing"
Nathan Bedford Forrast

"We will tight you to the death. Better to die a
thousanddeaths than to submit to live under
you"
John Bell Hood. CSA

"The time for was has not yet come, but it wi
come, aN that soon;and when it does come,
my advice is to draw the sword and throw
away the scabbard
- Thomaa J Jackson to VMI cadets, April 13, 1661

The Battleof Shiloh

The Contemporarylnvestigation

By the springof 1862,Ma;orGeneralUlyssesS. Grant
had pushed deep into Confederateterritory along the
TennesseeRiver. In early April, he was camped at
PittsburgLanding,near Shiloh,Tennessee,waitingfot
Don CarlosBuell'sArmy of the Ohio to meet up with
him. On the morningof April 6, Confederatetroops
based out of nearby Corinth,Mississippi,launcheda
surpriseoffensiveagainst Gratt's t.oops, hoping to
defeat them before the Buell'sarmy arrived.Grant's
men, augmentedby the first arrivalsof Buell'sArmy,
managedto hold some groundand establisha baftle
lineanchoredwith artillery.Fightingcontinueduntilalter
dark and by the next morning,the full force of the Ohio
had arrived and the Union outnumbered the
Confederatesby more than 10,000. Eventually,the
Southerncommandersrealisedthey couldnot win this
battle and fell back to Corinth until anotheroffensivein
August.

The student,Bill Martin,Bill Martinand his friend,
Jon Curtis, decided to do some research on both
the bacteda and the conditionsthat were present
duringthe Battleof Shiloh.They thoughtthat the
bacteia, ?h@!hgbCssJ!.uh9s9g&
which Bill's
mother had previously studied, might have
somethingto do withthe glowingwounds.

All told, the fightingat the Battleof Shilohleft more than
16,000soldierswoundedand more 3,000 dead, and
neither federal or Confederatemedics were prepared
for the carnage. The bulletand bayonetwoundswe.e
bad enoughon their own, but soldiersof the era were
also prone to :nfections.Wounds contaminatedby
shrapnel or dirt became warm, moist refuges for
bacteia, which could feast on the damagedtissue.
After months marching and eating tield rations on the
battlefront, many soldiers' immune systems were
weakened and couldn'1fight off infectionon their own.
Even the army doctors couldn't do much:
microorganisms
weren'twell understoodand the germ
theory of disease and antibioticswas still a few years
away. Many soldiers died from infectionsthat modern
medicinewouldbe ableto niDin the bud.

SomeSoldiersGlowedin the Dark...
Someot the woundedsoldiersat Shilohsat in the mud
for two rainy days and nights waiting for the medics to
get around to them. As dusk fell the first night, some of
them noticed somethingvery strange:their wounds
were glowing,castinga faint light into the darknessof
the baftletield.
Evenstranger,when the lroopswere eventuallymoved
to field hospitals,those whose wounds glowed had a
better survivalrate and had their wounds heal more
quicklyand cleanlythan their 'unilluminated"
brothersin-arms. The seemingly protective effect of the
mysteriouslightearnedit the nickrame.Angel'sGlow."

Why Was this So?
ln 2001, almostone hundredand forty years after the
batlle, a seventeen-year-oldstudent, Bill Ma in, was
visiting the Shiloh battlefieldwith his family, where he
heard aboutthese glowingwounds. His molherwas a
microbiologistat the USDA Agricultural Research
Serv;cewho had studiedluminescent
bacteriathat lived
in soil,so he questionedher aboutthe phenomenon
and
whether such bacteria could that have caused the
glowingwounds.

These bacterialive insideoarasiticworms cailed
nematodes and the two share a strangeand interrelated lifecycle. Nemalodes hunt down insect
larvaein the soil or on plantsurfaces,burrowinto
their bodies,and take up residencein their blood
vessels,wherethey regurgitate
lhe bacterialiving
inside them. Upon their release, the bacteria,
which are bioluminescent
and glow a soft blue,
beginproducinga numberof chemicalsthat killthe
insect host and suppressand kill all the other
microo.ganisms
alreadyinsideit. This leavesthe
bacteriaand their nematodepartner to feed, grow
and multiply wlthout interruptions. lt is this
processthal might then have been the cause of
assistingin the recoveryof the woundedsoldiers.
Lookingat historicalrecordsof the battle,Bill and
Jon figuredout thatthe weatherand soilconditions
were right for both P. luminescensand their
nematode partners lo flourish.Their laboratory
expeiments w:th the bacteria, however, showed
that they couldn'tlive at humanbody temperature,
making the soldiers' wounds an inhospitable
environment. They then realised that the
temperature in Tennessee in the spring is very
cool. Night-timetemperatures
in earlyApril would
have been low enoughfor the soldiers,who were
out there in the rain for two days, to get
hypothermia,
thus loweringtheir bodytemperature
and givingP. luminescensa good home.
Based on the evidence tor P. luminescens's
presenceat Shiloh and the reports of the strange
glow, the boys concludedthai lhe bacteria,along
with the nematodes,got into the soldiers'wounds
fromthe soil.This not onlyturnedtheirwoundsinto
nightlights,but may have saved their lives.The
chemicalcocktaifthal P. luminescensuses to clear
out its competition probably helped kill off other
pathogensthat might have infectedthe soldiers'
wounds. Since neitherP. /umlnescensnor its
associated nemalode species are very infectious
to humans,they would have soon been cleaned
out by the immunesyslemthemselves(which is
nol to say you should be self-medicatingwith
bacteria;P /um,nescensinfectionscan occur, and
can tesult in some nasly ulcerc).The soldiers
shouldn'thave been thankingthe angelsso much
as the microorganisms.
As for Bill Martin and Jon Curtis. their
investigation earned them first place in team
competition at the 2001 Intel Intemational
Scienceand EngineeringFair.
(Soorce.' Smithsonian Associates eNewsletter,
Volume 11,lssue 4, Spring 2012)

