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When news of the out-
break of war ‘between the
American | States on _April
112, 1861, reached England,
| the life of at least one local

That man was' Henry George
‘| Hore, of Chichegter. "He had not
‘long celebrated his 21st hirthday.
-An active and kindly young man
‘he decided to - travel to:America
at his own expense and 'join the
Union ‘Army with whose cause
| he so.strongly” sympathized.
Until two weeks ago the name
of ‘this ‘man meant nothing to

me; then ~ from Mr. Mervyn
Cutten, landlord -of. the Murrell
Arms,  Barnham, I received a

newspaper cutting that had been
forwarded to him by his cousin,
Miss  Stella Cutten,- who now
| lives in Australia. -
|.. .8he "had taken the clipping
{ from thé Sydney Morning Herald
| of June 13, 1964, In it was the
major part of a .letter written
by Henry. Georgé Hore, to His
cousin Olivia, duting breaks in
the battles around Fredericksburg

in the May of 1863,

" VIVID PICTURE

_We . get—a . vivid picture ofwhat
‘this war was really like, coupled.

‘| an - interesting. ‘letter, hut an
:{ historical .document- of ‘consider-
i].able>importance.: As*Wesread it

thé personalit,

y. of Henry Hore
| himself.. .. . 0 :
Henry George Hore came back
to. Chichester. . He got married,
and = became ~‘manager of the
Capital ~and . Counties Bank, in
?ﬁgg% Street, wheére " he died in

Although a splendid' building
.the .bank was later  demojished
and its’ site is° now occupied. by
David Greig Ltd. : !

Henry Hore had two children,

Richard and Katherine. Richard
died, but his sister, now Mrs.
R. Adams, “still lives in

A STRANGE
OTRCK
OF FATE

The fighting in the early
days of May, 1863, described
here by Henry| George Hore,
almost brought ' disaster for-
“tHe Union Army. The Con:
federates, usually termed
Rebels by the Army of the
North, and under the leader-
ship of Robert E. Lee and
“Stonewall” Jackson ~ came
. within _a hairs breadth of -
i|. routing the Union forces. '

t was a strange trick of
fate that saved them. “Stone::
wall” Jackson was returning.
from the front line at nlght
wlien he was mistaken by his ,
own men for enemy cavalry.
They fired oh him and he:
| died not long after. £
] ... No_one else knew the plans |
/| that Yackson had just formed
{{ for ‘the followlng day, and;

the "' Uniod - Army, ~Henry |
George ‘Hore among . them, |
escaped, - ; T A

Two -years later, ‘when |

General Lee surrendered to If
‘General Grant and asked for
terms,
“him -among the helghts: of "
history. Lee's men were to |
surrender. thelr weapons and
ﬁn home, his officers could |

eep their swords, and then |
General Grant said: © “Your |
men must keen . their ‘horses, |

| and mules. They will need':
~them - for . the .. spring -
ploughing.” Il ' !
[Australia. It was -she who

brought this letter to light and
it was [tom her friends. the
Misses. Hanna and Rhoda Prior,
who "live at Fishbourne, that I
obtained a Photostat copy of (he
: original letter for inspection.

- LOST PAGE
| The letter is on very large

sheet§ of paper, closely written
| and was crumpled in a saddle-
bag. Tt comprised five sheets and
is - unsigned whiclt’ means that
thé final page is probably lost.

I have tried to pivé the full
text of this letter, but a few
senténces have proved impossible
to. decipher satisfactorily and I
have decided ‘to leave them out.

During my investigatinns intn

man was completely altered. .

1 Tn, my opinion. it is not merely 3§

with a considerable insight into .

When the " Civil . War ended,

'myself._ . When

. Grant’s reply rﬁjsﬂd.ja: AN S R
| BAYONET CHARGE

Just' at -this moment when &l

Bt 2

PLE-P

LACES - THINGS

A

Head Quarters of our Division.
Several Regiments weré what is
called skirmishing on the front
and we lost a great many men
as the Rebels are better shots
with the rifle than our men; and
nothing “they like so 'much as
bush fighting 1 call it, for .its
nothing  more, but they soon
changed their game, and instéad
of our attacking them they made
furious attack upon: us for the
purpose of driving us into the
Rappahannock in our rear.

The men fdught like demons
for they. well knew that Jackson
the Rebel General, would - give
them' no quarter. General Sed‘%;ei
wick said:. “Bring up - the

Artillety, say that is my orders.”
Anyway I went, the round shot
flying in every direction and our
men falling

thick and fast. T

i

o

-~ ‘

s

2

“ The Rebels look very much.
like the Bognor Volunteers "
5t an - extract from the
letter by Henry Hore, pic-
tured here as a lieutenant in -
the Union Army at the age.
of 23. - :

#

don’t know how it is but in the
intense excitement of 'the battle
you forget all fear and don't
think -a single thought of being
killed. :

120,000 MEN

As T got in the rear an Aide
de Camp told me that nét only
one Corps but the entirée Army
was in action and that the whole
Army of the Potomac wag fight-
ing, 120,000 men, and that it was
going hard with us on the left
wing. . :

1 reached. the battery, told
Colonel Butler who was. in
Command that he was to help
us and that it
Sedgewick’s  orders, so he
limbered up his guns and came
double quick just as the Rebels
were coming down on ‘our men.
He waited so long that I thought
they would take the guns before
we fired . . .

At last came the - word:
“Depress - pieces” and T quite
felt sick, they were just about
fifty yards or so from my horse
who was much as excited as
the word + fire
came, twenty cannons lodded
with grapeshot and pieces of
iron, old nails, ete., ete, dis-
charged right into their. leading
Regiments, - , . .

Good God, my dear girl, it wag
awful, their dead seemed piled
heaps upon heéaps, the shot went
%]ght clear through them, com-
vletely smashingthé front of the
columns. ., : 5

was confusion the "word was
given: “ Clear the way, ¢lear ‘the:
way,” and tight over the brow
of the. hill' came . the
Wisconsin,” '22nd ~ Mass.,
New Yorl; -and the '5th- Qhios.
Hurrah, hurrah, it. ldoked well
now for us, close up men, charge
hayonet and right irito ‘the' mass
went. the four regimeénts.

General Sedgewick now said,
“One more such a repulse as
that my boys and we shall have

Fredericksburg,” and turnihg to,’
me, said: “ Ride, sir, to the rear-

and bring up any artillery you
can find,” giving meé an order
written on a piece of paper to

his wife. .
An officer by the name of:
Hansard, a first-rate, good-

should have
to have seén him,

hearted fellow, I
liked you

Olivia, a regular type of South

Carolinz man with long hair
flowing over his shoulders, a
South man by birth but a good
man for the Union, 1 think
without exception the best-
looking 'man’ I ever saw, said:
“We will go together, Harrv. it

i if~1 had not 'killed "Rim “the  firs

© Hi'was a good friend to me:.
- '| My~ dear ecousin; this jis notihave

was General

- other part. of this large Army {}]

a yell upon us. 8o thinking d‘s
cretion the better part of valoir
feeling - quite . confident that ve
should fall in- with some of ou
rear guard in a few- seconds{]
set  Hansard the example pi.
running ‘away, but -he-.did . mt:
,have such a good horse as miic
-and one of the Rebels was so
near énough. to poor H. to ¢
upon him to stop. ]

- REBEL KILLED
" He would not and the Rebj
who was better mounted clutchg
at the bridle and then they ha.
.a struggle, their horsés kicking
so that I could not get nes
enough to strike him “well d
.shoot him with my revolver. Hi
got the better of H.. on! th
ground and drove his sword righ
into Hansard’s chest.
..His .hotse had gone and. h
tore off H.s shoulder straps and
shook them at me. I now felf.
as if he or I must be killed
50 takirég a good aimda§ l‘um1
had made up my min would 4
kil? him if ?’ coﬁld. I made my &t least try and help us out of
horse get so near that I wasg this. ; W
safée not to-miss and I fired and, _ Deserters  say . that ' the
dropped him dead alongside poor Richmond people are sending up
H..This did not take 3%.'seconds reinforceménts” to them every
nor.near so long as it takes me: hour). thay Jackson .is dead, 1T
to write, © T sighted him’ alonggrﬁggg R}t{ay rfl;:g; Cbgug;;thyoiumﬂg
; : : ) ‘
Le shammel of SN esolicr a_mii think meé quite a savage but the
arnage: of this: frightful war and.
“the horrid sights I see every day
made me indiﬂ‘erenht }g
write to- you,; human life. At one t'ime I shou
Eﬂ‘ﬁchcé’f E‘gffit,‘f‘ tgnd ]_tsince y_we:;have nevér thought of killing
~have_crossed the Rappahannockjanyone, but now can ' shoot a
there- has been not much else; man without a shake 'of 'my

He is seated at the table.

“time would have shot; again fe

" Most likely your papers will havéhand. I think T'am Writi"%aﬁg

the American news in, so you you more as if you were a

‘can ;\ee. how we get on. T hgvei;ﬁ,ﬂftﬁd_ man than a very pretty
‘got very good lodgings ‘for the little girl. The Rabels look very
night, the inhabitants of most much like the Bognbr Volunteérs,
of the housés have fled and have ‘they have a brown- and grey

. 1eft all, so part of our Staff live tniform,

here and part in a stable-a litfle] ! Can’t write any more, have got
way up the‘road. We have. goti {0 put out the lights as they
part of the Rebel battery and| %8y it may draw the fire of the
1,000 prisoners. I cannat findj 8uns. Goodnight to you.

any more black ink -so must | Motday night, S
writé with blue. I'm gétting tired{ ' This has been a most -disas-
now so. must ‘leave

it for the: ttous day for us, dear Cousin.
present and. hope to finish- my-

Iihave beénlhard at work gver

ther ‘time when 1 et sihce ten o’c ock‘carr_ylng'pr ers
LEt}g:v a;ré%m;ad&tllm‘ b i 4 ta the different regiménts and
It is now 12 o’clock at night: W Hhave evacuated all we had

and the Sergeant of the Guard, Won, and drove back on to the
says. that the left wing of ourj Rappahannock. e 1d
Army lost 3,000 men. Gdod nighti 1-am writing this from an ol
Cousin, . . v ':l;a;n of da place w1tt]l11 theh r?rllg
i th, Fight-: and wind coming throug
ing B ab o N A e el wieh” o g Rbtis- Tap
Genl. "Lee and Stonewall:2 candlestick. “One of the Staff
Jackson ‘aré doing éverything in’/isidead, Captain Ringmer, and
their power to destroy our Army.:in the corner lies Lieut. Bowen,
Our- Cavalry, under Genl. Stone-”Wounded in the shoulder which
man, aré in the rear of the Rebels gnamﬁﬁgé“ng water to, every now
; rni q illin 1 . ,
tal-l:gy i;i_ SR dne Jle a . Hé wants to know who I am

i ¢ writing to, so I said it was to
HEAVY LOSS

my cousin in England. He has
just said: “ Don't gtell them we
They have not gained (the are beaten, Harry,a'l
Rébels I mean) a single yard $oon let them know that.'”

¢ papers will
of ground and wé don't mean ;
INO PLANS

they shall. Qur/loss very heavy’
again today, even now as I'm . : )
" writing, 1 o'clock in the morning | The fight has been very heavy
‘all along today and we have lost
a great many. I'm afraid to say

the guns have not ceaséctl] firing,
Boom; Boom, all along the' line.

1t is a beautiful gmoonli'gh,t how many, some men that under-
‘night with net a breath of air, Stahd it say that we are in a
In the daytime it is 'very hot, much stronger = position than
far mote so than in England. I yesterday. But there seems to be
shall not be able to write much- 10 plans: What can be expected
tonight, have had the forage ‘= none of them had experience,
orders’to make out for the Staff | I believe from my heart that
“and il has taken some timé, ~..the men are as brave’'as any
* "'This evening weént out with-a @n the face of the earth but they
friend. of mine to get the.body must have good commanders,
~of poor.Hansard,.so took: a-$padey
with us and went out, made- our

-way to.the rear and found him danger behind us . and can

Gt letters ‘and ‘papers from the

nenry George Hore, as a Chichester bank manager.

“well

Ogle thing in our favouwr s’ we'’ i)
have ‘the toad to g6 back, and-wsaddie bag for a week and it is
not- a.very clean letter to.send
150, my dear Olivia, pray excuse

In the centre is Dr. Prior,

Mayor of St Albans, and on the right is Mr. Ebenezer
: Prior. y

and General

6th Army Corps ‘
have done as

Hooker’s Divisicn,
as any Corps.
have reinforcements. . ;

If we could only get 30,000
more men up’ by tomorrow. night’
we might .yet get on. I believe
my.-Corps . have, been fighting
today, not much firing" tonight,

we ' are “all' pretty nearly tired
out. / £ :

Saturday morning — May'-sth.' §

On board the ship Louisiana,
my dear Cousin, the whole of the
Army has been driven across the
Rappahannock. - Your papérs in

England will be .sure to have.
Someé:

something of it in them,
of us got separated in thé cons
fusion and are now in Hamptén
Roads—outside Fortress Monrod.
Don’t know what has become of
the.6th Corps as the Reébels got
bétween us and General Hooker.
You will see-by this we had to
come within a. few milés of
Richmond and“-have got down
here regularly fatigued. We ars
quite safe here and after a little
rest shall be all well again

DESTRUCTION

We frightened "the people and
now must take a lot of
Stoneman’s Cavalry, cut off with
us and when we weré coming
down here, burnt and destroyed
everything we. could lay oéur
hands on because
Rebel's country we were coming
through. o

"When we reached Gloucester

point, the place of embarkation "

to Fortress Monroe the people
thought we had been beatén and
asked us what had become of the
rést.

That was more than I could
tell them I said. One of the
citizens said that he saw by the
papers that we had lost 4 great
many men, and wanted to know
what all the news was. Every-
body thinks that you can tell
them about every Regiment that
i5 engaged, when the truth is
that beyond knowing what your

-own Division is about you know

nothing till after it is  over,
because you ma
one part of the field and be
routed in another. 2

My dear Cousin, I must now
say goodbye, for I'm worn out
very nearly for today. - Give my

love to your Mama, Papa, George

and dear Annie.'You must excuse.

this, bécause I havé had it in my

it. :

after ‘a time. .The Rebel had : s i ;
killed him dead. They wete tying  ar. I -think our Division, the
together just as I-had shot him. L !
‘We dug a.‘ hole about a foot e

deep, and buried peor:H., but left ||~

the. other .above ground:=Qur
dead are lying. all around, no one
‘had time yet to bury thém.

* I tam afraid we have . not got
on well today by what men say ||
that. have ‘come in’ our line, for-||
‘we ‘are $o far ‘away ‘from the |

that beyond what.our Corps. are ,

doing we. krow nothing. 1 hope ||

to God Hooker will ‘hold out ot

i : : H ..‘.": l. .- v ‘. :
The family

. L '
and friends

Henry George Hore was born

¢

on Décember 6, 1839,  in
Chichester. His father, William
Hore, was a wool stapler,

information 1 obtained from a
copy .of Henry Horé's birth
certificate, registered in 1840.
When reading his obituary I
found that one of the mourners
present at  his  funeral in
Chichester Cemeétery was a Mr.
E. Prior. Knowing that the name
of Prior has long been associated
with the wool trade in Sussex
this led me thA tha Miceese Prinr

We must -

it was the.

be victorfous in'



